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WASTE CLASSIFICATION

The detail on individual chemicals currently required in recordkeeping
and biennial reports seems unnecessary for laboratory waste. However,
if reporting of the disposal of laboratory chemicals is required, we would
propose that such chemicals be put into the seven classes listed below.
These classes should be uniform for EPA, DOT, and state requirements
for laboratory waste.

This classification should provide necessary and sufficient information
for disposal of wastes on site, or for shipment off site either in lab packs
for landfill or in combustible outer containers for incineration. The
committee has used information developed by an American Chemical
Society Task Force on RCRA in formulating this proposed classification.
Under this proposal all laboratory wastes would be assigned to one of
the following classes so that all manifests and recordkeeping could be
based on this classification rather than on individual chemicals. The
outer packs could contain more than one class, but the quantity of each
class would be specified, and containers would bear the marking for
each class as well as the required DOT marking. Containers with more
than one class would be assigned an overall highest-hazard class, based
on the hierarchy in which the individual classes are listed below. Mixing
of classes within a single outer container would be limited to compatible
chemicals, with the possible exception of class C (see proposed defini-
tion) .

Classes of Laboratory Chemicals

A.    Reactive                             D.   Ignitable

B.    Toxic                                  E.    Corrosive, acid

C.    Miscellaneous Laboratory     F.    Corrosive, base

Chemicals                        G.   Oxidizers

Class C, Miscellaneous Laboratory Chemicals, is proposed for dis-
posal of chemicals that are found or generated in many laboratories in
small individual quantities, such as residual samples from small-scale
tests, minor by-products from reactions, residues from analytical pro-
cedures and chromatographic separations, filter paper, chemicals that
may be contaminated with minor amounts of hazardous substances, and
partially used small containers of reagents. Many of these types of ma-
terials are not well characterized, and the size of the sample is often so
small that it precludes characterization. This committee believes that no
useful purpose is served by listing what may be more than 100 individual
small samples in a lab-pack-type container. With the restriction that